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New York Theatre Week 


The Fourposter 1/5- City Center. NYC Theatre Company's second limited run 
production, revival of Jan de Hartog comedy with Jessica Tandy and Hume Cronyn,stag~- 
ed by Jose Ferrereeelhe Merchant of Venice-Club Theatre(62 E 78). Revival of Shak- 
espeare drema with Clarence Derwent, hitiord Kane,staged by Iza ItkineseeThe Doctor's 
Dilemma-Phoenix 1/11. T. Edward Hambleton & Norris Houghton present revival of Georg 
Bernard Shaw play with Philip Bourneuf, Geraldine Fitzgerald,Will Kuluva, Roddy Mc- 
Dowall, staged by Sidney Lumet. 


Digests of Current WeekTheatre Reviews 


The Saint of Bleecker Street=- Broadway- 12/27, Taken as theatre, the NY daily 
drema critics unanimously approved Gian-Carlo Menotti's three act musio drama, though 
in different degrees. Several of the papers sent both drema and music critics to 
cover the opening of the Chandler Cowles production, while the Post had only its 
music critic file an opening notice. The most powerful drana of the season,a magn- 
ificent theatrical experience,raved Atkinson,Times»e Though the music is Menotti's 
tool of expression,he noted,it is all theatre. A work of bold and stunning theatr- 
ical effectiveness both as a musical work and as a drama,added Chapman,News, As can- 
poser, librettist and director, Menotti must be rated a gonius,approves Hawkins ,World 
Tele gran & Sum Entire cast and all departments were rated highly. Opening night 
leads were sung by David Poleri and Virginia Copeland,both of wham have alternates. 
Mos t reviews also appleuded Thomas Schippers work leading the large orchestra. 

Two pro notices on the milder side were filed by Kerr,Herald Tribune and McClain, 
Journal Americane Former approved work technicall:,! ut feared that emotionally it 
keeps its distance, while latter thought plot -. * adequate,not greate 


The Flowering Peach-Belasco- 12/28. After agreeing on the greatness of Menasha 
Skulnik as Noah in Clifford Odets new play presented by Robert Whitehead for the 
Producers Theatre,the NY daily critics split their votes on new dremae Sole rave 
notice came from Atkinson,Times,who billed play as Odets finest,which was performed 
with a tender, lovely,humorous productione Play,oritic believes,is Odets testanent 
to the ehdurance and native wisdom of mankind. Hawkins, WI&S, and McClain, Journal 
American, voiced approval of large parts,but both feared show weighed down when it 
expounded on its moral. Kerr,Herald Tribune,okayed plays imaginative outline, but he 
voted con because play conceals theme too well for too long,allowing the shipboard 
flareups to become repetitive and apparently rudderlesse Chapman,News,agreed that 
inspite of a nice production,play is not as inspiring as Odets hopede It has neither 
the nobility nor the simplicity of Green Pastures, Watts,Post,vetoed it for not liv- 
ing up to opening scenes or quality of Stare Bérta Gersten,Martin Ritt,Leon Janney 
Barbara Baxley, Janice Rule were okayed by moste Coleman,Mirror,who joined the con 
side,reported opening night audience enjoyed perfomance. 


House of Flowers-Alvin 12/30.Truman Capote-Harold Arlen musical produced by 
Saint Subber drew @ Widely diverse set of notices, News Mirror,Post,' T&S aisle sitt- 
ers approved,while some of con notices were harsh and vivlente Chapmen ,News found it 
magnificent once the plot and dialogue were shoved aside for scenery,actors and 
musice A fascinating fiesta,sensational sincopation,raved Mirrc™’s Coleman, and Win- 
chell appraised "Big Hit." Excitement covers up frail plot,okays Watts, Post, But Mc- 
Claim, Journal Ameriocan,panned it bitterly for being unf.nny and oftion valgas. Times 
and Tribune men okayed scenery,but thought rest second rate. 


+ Off Broadway ' 


Bijou play series planned by Carmen 
Capalbo and Stanley Chase as been delay- 
ed until next season. Producers claim 
reason is failure to get proper actors 
and directors this season. They were to 
open Jan 25 with O'Neill's A Moon for the 


Misbegotten. 

Sandhog closed at Phoenix, ex- 
tended run at Royal to Jan l6ce. one 
for Denny Fisher closes Jan 10.eein Splen~ 

Tror re-opened for 4 week run at 
Greenwich Mews...Noah plays 4 Sundaye in 
Jan at § FM at Broadway Tabernacle Church. 


Passion of Gross moved De Lys opening 
date to Jen and signed Jack Gilford 
and Sylvia Short for leading roles 
of World heg added Tues. performances & 
Cherry Lane.s.Ward Costello will do adap- 
tion of Ibsen's Rosmersholm due in Febe 
at Showcase Theatre,Finch College Play- 
hous@eeMurder at Cathedral presented 
Jen 27 at Chapel of imoarnation,240 E 31 
by Chapel Players ( Alen Reade and Paul 
Leaf) wkth English actor John Mackwood 
in leade 


Equity Canmunity Theatre season opens 
Feb 16 with Men in White which will be 
played at De Linton High School and 
Bryant High School. 


Futures '! 

FOU RPOSTER City Center Jan 5 
MERCHANT * VENICE Club Theatre Jan 7 
DOCTOR'S DILEMMA Phoenix Jan 11 
FEST IVAL Longacre Jan 12 
PASSION OF GROSS De Lys Jan 18 
TIME OF LIFE City Center Jan 19 
PLAIN & FANCY Hellinger Jan 20 
GRAND PRIZE Plymouth Jen 26 
MURDER IN CATH Chapel of Inc Jan 27 
SAM 4 RCAND Mor osco Jan 30 
Thieves Carnival Cherry Lane Feb 1 
Silk Stockings Inperial Feb 3 
Dark is LeEnough ANTA Feb 9 


Desperate Hours Barrymore 


Current Reviews-Continued ' 


The Trcublenakers-President 12/30. 
1 30 eninge One rave,one mild pro 
and Scons greeted George Bellak's melo- 
drama presented by Marc Productions.Her- 
ri'ro, ost raved over play that has some- 
thing vital to say about the social con- 
science and says it searingly in tems 
of the theatre. Anyone but an icy cynic 
will probably be angered to the boiling 
point,she bets. Drama editor reported 
whistles and cheers at curtain, together 
with a few boose Poteete,Herald Tribune, 
admitted play is well acted and left him 
limp, though second act was on tedious 
side. Funke,Times,turned thumbs down be- 
cause he thought pley failed to ignite 
the necessary spark. Hawkins ,WI&S ,panned 
it for being unclear end illogical While 
Coleman,Mirror, listed it as incredible. 
Williem Smithers, Ruth White,Curt Conway 
were &@pplauded as was Michael Howard's 
taut direction. Blame was on soripte 


Anastasia-Lyoewm 12/29 S plit not- 
ices recorded for Guy Bolton's adaption’ 
of Marcelle Maurrette's melodrama,.Times, 
News ,WT&S,and Post,in a mild way, appro- 
ved of Elaine Perry production with Viv- 
eca Lindfors,Eugenie Leontovitch and Hurd 
Hatfield. A superb drama,marked Atkinson, 
Times,sespecially he enjoyed stunning 
scene between two women. Theatre with a 
capite' T,adds Chapman,News,one grand 
show f...ed with heroes,heroines and an 
enci:.ting villain. Hawkins ,WIaS, called 
it. an enthralling romantic melodrama, fi- 
lled with suspense,love, joy,fear and 
chicanerye Though Watts, Post,feared 
play is outspokenly sentimental in spir- 
it and rather antiquely romantic in man- 
ner,on its own terms it does achieve in 
effects, Con side headed by Kerr,Herald 
Tribune, thought the taste of fudge is a 
persistent one and spoils the fancy 
feast. Agreeing,Colenan,Mirpor , noted 
show has gorgeous outer glitter,but be- 
neath it paper mache, Fine performances 
in an indifferent play,added MoClain, 
Journal dmericane 


. 


1 ‘Green Rom Department ' 


DETERMINED TYROS.e,Nothing really can stop the kids who are truly dedicated to the 
theatre, surmises Burr,Playbill, This clase he admi': makes up # of 1% of total 
nunber who seek to exhibit themselves on the stage,...c.y to spread a sparkling 
salve upon their itching egos. The comparatively few really dedicated kids wi.l 
find their training sanehow,somewhere,no matter how impossible such a feat may 
seem to the myopic eyes of their elders. 


COLIMN TIPS..eAn exciting Shubert Alley idea wi: . san't miss, predicts Winchell, 
is a musical of Junior Miss...Critic Geor:* Jean Nathan will wed actress Julie 
Hayden in June ,hears Walkers. sElliott Nugent is hunting for the heroic off 
duty nurse who threw her coat over him after he was hit by an auto on Christ- 
mas Eve,reports FarrelleesElaine Stritch turned down Silk Stockings role after 
cross country trip. 


HOW TO MAKE A HIT,.eFeuer and Martin are apparently at it again, notes McCord,Herald 
tribune,manufacturing a hit in their own somewhat unorthodox way. This fall 
they hired a detective to keep the author and director of The Boy Friend away 
from final reheareals,writer recalls, Though there is no detective sight yet, 
Cole Porter and Gebrge Kaufman are in NY. Cy Feuer is reported to have taken 
over the direction,and many cast changes have taken place. 


CRITICAL THOUGITSs.eIf the show ain't produced,the money ain't theirs, Sylvester,News, 
warns would-be producers in light of law suit on Good News ( see story page 4) 
eeeExcept for Graham Greene there was scarceley a new writer represented on 
Broadway this season,canplains Sheaffer,EagleseeIt should not be overlooked 
that DuBose Heyward had much to do with Porgy and Bess genuis,reminds Watts, 
PosteseCo=producer Joseph Ha yon, Anniversary Waltz; y Waltz, hails the theatre parties 
which gave show now in yinth mon S start over mixed notices,in note filed 
in Times Drama Mailbag. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITESeeeEartha Kitt may really be shy as she pretended to be in an 
interview with MoClain, Journal American, but crivic doesn't believe this 
was reason she was indifferent. He thinks it was an act. Reviewer did learn 
that Kitt loves theatre but must do recordings and night club work to keep 
alive,and that she has another play she is now consideringe..Im show business 
Which oan be rough, Gloria Lane, Saint of Bl-c>ker Street,told Fields,Mirror, 
you need someone who believes in you, Her ©. le” was Elizabeth Westmoreland, 
a music coach from Curtis Institute of Mvsi., 


Pros & Cons by TMK 


The Troublenakers is easily the most . The Saint of Bleecker Street is a 
exciting and most importent new play of beautifully produced,beautirully “acted” 
the seasone Superb acting, fine direction drama performed by a talented cast of 
and a challenging subject cover up sae singer-actors. Though there is not a 
loopholes in the writinge Producers of word of dialogue spoken, the characters 
drama showed poor sense in opening at a are as fully drawm,the action moves as 


matinee performance in the theatre's most fast eshead as the most dramatic spoken 
hectic weeks But if future audiences show play you can think of, Gabrielle Rug 
ed the seme excitement as the opening auda- ero,who sang the Annina role the seco- 


fence,which cheered and whistled at the ond performance, deserves equal praises 
final ourtain,the play may be & success. With her alternate Virginia Copelend, 
It woutd be a pity if such a fine play Though entire operation was on the gig 


died because of a poor choice of opening antic side,every department was perfect: 
fiatese 


| 


Theatre producers are watching with interest the law suit of two backers of 
Good News against producer Leonard Karzmar. Investors charge thet producer who 
They gave $3000 last summer promised to open musical on Broadway before Chrietnas,. 
They also charge that as of now no cast has been signed and no partnership agree- 
ment has been filed. Plaintiffs are Edward Miller and Frank Litsky and suit has 
been filed in NY City Muncipal Court. 


Plays 


Sailor's Delight has canceled Jan 13 date at Imperial because producers felt 
show not up to NY standards...Dear Charles ~° 11 tour efter closing Jan 29..House 
of Flowers opening night audience “sprayed” with red rose perfume,as were all the 
‘Opening night tiokets...Child of Fortune delyaed by Theatre Guild until next season 


eoeSilk Stockings new opening date is now Feb 5 at Imperial, Yvonne Adair has joined 
cast an 6 Burrows is aiding in staging. 


People 


Otis Guernsey and Williem Zinsser have switched posts on entertainment staff 
of NY Herald Tribune with Guernsey now drema editor and Zinsser now movie critice 
Walter Kerr is drema critic,end Bert McCord drama news reportereselom Ewell's re- 
turn to Seven Year Itoh saluted by display ad reminding that film version not to 
be released until 1956eeeLeo Brode, Broadway theatre front sign painter ,died at 
age 6SeeeFrancis LS ullivan became a US citizen. 


Other Broadways 


"Show-Plene" fromParis bringing 40 to see Fanny to arrive Feb 24 will include 
Marcel Pagnol,author of trilogy upon which show adapted..eGolden Jubilee of the Ab- 
bey Theatre,Dublin, celebrated this week with special perfomeances of WB Yeats On 
Baile Strand and Lady Gregory's In the Shadow of the Glenes.Christine Jorgensen has 
been signed to plsy title role in To Dorothy, Son at Empress Playhouse,St. Louis, 


Jan ll.eeeShirley Booth will play in The Vinegar Tree in Feb at British Colonial 
Playhouse, Nassaue 


Theatre Record Notes 


Mary Martin signed with Mercury to do four songs from Fanny. She will appear 
with daughter Heller Halliday in two of the songse Pair also featured in original 
cast album of Peter Pan by RCA Victor. 


Theatre TV Notes 


"Life With Father" series returns to CBS TV Jan 4 via TV fi lmeeeNBC consider- 


kng full 2 hour production of Peter Pan with Mary Martin in April on a Sunday after- 
noone 
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